
 

 

  

Notable Enforcement Action by District 3 Narcotics 
 

 
THREE SUSPECTS AND 10K FENTANYL PILLS 
On Tuesday, November 8, 2022, Denver Police District 3 investigators were working with the Department 
of Corrections to contact a 59-year-old male suspect at a motel on S. Broadway. Investigators saw the 
suspect get into a silver SUV, kept eyes on the suspect and were able to take him into custody when he 
exited the vehicle at an apartment complex in Aurora. During the arrest, officers recovered a loaded firearm 
from the suspect's waistband. Additionally, their passenger fled the SUV on foot, but after short foot chase 
was also safely taken into custody. After taking the suspect into custody, officers returned to the motel on S. 
Broadway to execute a search warrant. During the search of the suspect's motel room and storage unit, 
officers contacted another suspect, a 43-year-old male, who had an active warrant and was in possession of 
suspected methamphetamine. The search yielded approximately 10,000 suspected fentanyl pills, 
approximately seven pounds of suspected methamphetamine, and three firearms.  
The Denver Police Department warns against the consumption of illicit fentanyl because very small 
amounts can be, and have been, deadly. According to U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration lab testing, four 
out of every 10 counterfeit pills with Fentanyl contain a potentially lethal dose. A lethal dose is considered 
to be two milligrams of Fentanyl, which is an amount small enough to fit on the tip of a pencil.  
(source: Denver Police Department Facebook page from November 10, 2022) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  

District Three’s Officer Borquez Receives Special 
Honor For His Work In Our Community 

OFC. BORQUEZ TAKES HOME UNPARALLELED 
COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD 
 
For the past five years, Rocky Mountain Law Enforcement 
Federal Credit Union (RMLEFCU) has been honoring law 
enforcement officers who demonstrate consistent 
outstanding community service with Unparalleled 
Community Impact Awards. This year, our very own 
District 3 Community Resource Officer Mike Borquez was 
among those honored. Officer Borquez has been a Denver 
Police Officer for 23 years and has been a District 3 
Community Resource Officer for six years. While he is an 
incredible, reliable, and committed member of the Denver 
Police Department, he is also a dedicated and active 
volunteer and host of the Neighborhood Watch Action and 
Awareness training for residents of District 3. Every month, 
he hosts a class that instructs residents of District 3 what 
suspicious behavior looks like, how to recognize it, and 
what information 911 call takers need to take appropriate 
action. These classes are not only a crucial part of bridging 
the relationship between the police department and the 
community but are a crucial part of keeping our 
neighborhoods safe. 
Please join us in congratulating Officer Borquez on this 
well-deserved honor and for his unwavering commitment 
to our community!  
(source: DPD Facebook – July 17, 2022) 
 

District 3 Officers Team Up With The Colorado Avalanche 
For Community Youth Outreach 



 

  
Spotlighting Our Amazing 

First Responders Duo’s with District 3 Ties 
Officer Emily Herbst has been a police officer for 14 years, and is the 
first police officer in her family. Throughout her career she has worn 
several hats to include Patrol Officer, School Resource Officer, and 
Academy Instructor. She currently wears a cowboy hat and is assigned 
to the Mounted Patrol Unit. Along with her equine partner, Maverick, 
she patrols neighborhoods and parks all over the city and attends many 
community events. 

Officer Herbst’s crime prevention tip: Keep all home doors locked 
(especially garage doors!), and be aware of your surroundings. 

Engineer Erik Herbst has been a firefighter for 24 years. He grew up in 
Denver and attended DPS schools, and then decided to follow in his 
grandfather’s footsteps who was a Milwaukee Firefighter. He is 
currently assigned to Rescue 2. Engineer Herbst is also an auto 
extrication instructor, as well as a member of FEMA’s Colorado Urban 
Search & Rescue. 

Engineer Herbst’s safety tip: Do not text and drive! 

Officer and Engineer Herbst met 12 years ago when Officer Herbst was 
involved in an off-duty car accident and Engineer Herbst was one of the 
responding firefighters. Their biggest sources of pride are their two 
sons: Oliver, age 6 and Maxx, age 21. Officer and Engineer Herbst agree 
their greatest accomplishments are their careers and current 
assignments which are their “dream jobs”. 

 

Sgt. Jennifer Guigli became a Denver Police Officer nearly 20 years ago, 
proudly following in her father’s footsteps.  Her father, a former Denver 
Police Homicide Detective, was her inspiration for becoming a Denver 
Police Officer.  One of Sgt. Guigli’s fondest moments of her career with DPD 
was her participation in the International Association of Chief’s of Police 
Women’s Leadership Institute.  Sgt. Guigli’s current role is the supervision 
of District 3 Community Resource Officers and Traffic Operations. She is 
also very proud of her time spent as a training Officer for District 1.  Sgt 
Guigli’s Crime Prevention Tips: Locking all doors to house, garage, and 
making sure vehicle is secure with nothing of value inside.   
 

Assistant Fire Chief Montee Carpio has been a Denver Fire Fighter for 22 
years and has worked on every single fire apparatus in the city.  He spent 
most of his career in the west side of Denver and is now assigned to 
DIA.  Assistant Chief Carpio’s best fire prevention tip: make sure you 
extinguish candles before leaving your house or going to bed (pay attention 
to them!)   Captain Carpio’s biggest source of pride is his wife 😊😊 They met 
going on calls together in west Denver.   
 



 

  

March – Detective Costin 

District 3 Narcotics Detective Costin developed information on a male target, later identified as Arthur Mills 
(02/01/63) who had distributed large amounts of illegal drugs in District 3. Detective Costin had obtained a 
search and arrest warrant involving Mr. Mills at multiple locations in Denver and Aurora. Detectives set up 
surveillance on Mr. Mills who left his residence early in the day. Detectives later observed Mr. Mills arriving at a 
residence in District 2 and he was quickly taken into custody by the District 2 Uniform Support Team. Mr. Mills 
was arrested without incident and transported to the DDC. Detectives recovered a large amount of suspected 
methamphetamine, heroin, crack and cocaine packaged for sale at that location. Detective Costin then set their 
second part of the warrant into action and responded back to Mr. Mills’ residence with District 3 Impact 
Officers and the Aurora SWAT Team.  After setting up surveillance on the residence, the Aurora SWAT Team 
surrounded the residence and later took a female party into custody without incident. The residence was 
cleared, and no other parties were located inside the house. Detectives and Impact Officers executed the 
search warrant recovering the following from both locations: 180 pounds methamphetamine, 44 pounds 
cocaine, 8 pounds crack, 4 pounds heroin, 3 kilos of pure fentanyl, 8,000 fentanyl pills, and 9 pounds of 
marijuana for a drug sale street value up to 4 million dollars. 2 BMW vehicles, 1 Land Rover vehicle, 19 firearms 
including 1 suppressor, 1 Short Barrel Rifle, full-auto UZI, and an estimated $200,000 in cash.  

February – Officer Pope 

Officer Pope was patrolling the area of Colorado and 
Evans when he observed a silver Mercedes-Benz fail 
to signal when turning onto Colorado 
Blvd.  Officer Pope contacted the four parties in the 
vehicle and found that one had provided false 
information concerning his identity while another 
passenger had multiple warrants for her arrest and 
an Attempt to Locate out of Denver for a homicide 
investigation.  The male was asked from the vehicle 
for giving a fake name and complied.  During a 
consensual search, Officer Pope located suspected 
methamphetamine in his coat pocket.  He was placed 
into custody and after positively identifying him, 
learned he had four warrants for parole violation.  A 
search of the vehicle was conducted 
after Officer Pope observed multiple pills of 
suspected Fentanyl on the back seat along with 
approximately 125 Fentanyl pills, over 10 grams of 
methamphetamine and a Ruger LCD .380 
Handgun loaded, under some clothes on the rear seat 
of the vehicle.  Under Miranda advisement, the male 
suspect admitted to possessing the illegal narcotics 
and the handgun.  He is also a previously convicted 
felon and was transported to the city jail on a hold for 
POWPO and PCS with intent to distribute.  The 
female was also transported to the city jail for all of 
her warrants.  

January – Detective Kowalski 

Detective Kowalski headed an 
investigation which led the District 3 
Narcotics detectives to conduct 
surveillance on a narcotics complaint at a 
residence. Detectives observed a male exit 
the residence and enter a red Ford 
500.  Detectives observed the vehicle 
commit several traffic violations and 
requested Impact Officers conduct a traffic 
stop on the vehicle.  The occupants were 
asked out of the vehicle while a narcotics 
K9 was called to the scene. The dog alerted 
to the odor of narcotics inside the 
vehicle.  The occupants were detained and 
a search of the vehicle was conducted. 
Approximately 34 pounds of 
Methamphetamine was located in the 
trunk. Both individuals were placed under 
arrest. Detectives were given consent to 
search one of the suspect’s apartment and 
located 1 lb. of Methamphetamine, 2 oz of 
heroin and approximately $1,000.00 in 
United States currency.  The suspects were 
transported to the DDC for processing and 
their vehicle was impounded.  

2022 Denver Police District 3 Officer of the Month Recipients 
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June – Detective Kowalski 

District 3 Narcotics Detective Kowalski headed 
an operation targeting a female who distributes 
large levels of fentanyl. The female target was 
positively identified and was currently wanted 
out of several counties for dangerous 
drugs.  During the course of the investigation, 
Detectives and Officers recovered 9 pounds 
methamphetamines, 1 kilo fentanyl powder, ½ 
kilo fentanyl pills, 3 ounces tar heroin, cocaine, 2 
handguns, 1 carbine rifle and $7,000 in cash. The 
female suspect was taken into custody and 
transported to the DDC without incident.  A 
search warrant for the suspect’s storage unit 
was obtained the next day and an additional 
2,000 pills of fentanyl were recovered.  

May – Cpl. Cordova and Officer Silvas 

District 3 officers responded to the area of 300 block of 
Broadway on a reported double 
shooting/homicide.  Cpl. Cordova and Officer Silvas 
arrived on scene and saw a possible suspect in the area of 
4th and Broadway.  Corporal Cordova and Officer Silvas 
immediately gave chase while the suspect began running 
away and pulling on doors, trying to find a place to hide 
from the officers.   Cpl. Cordova and Officer Silvas were 
able to follow the suspect into a liquor store in the 400 
block of Broadway where they were joined by Officer 
Landwehr.  The three officers took the suspect into 
custody without incident.  The suspect was transported 
to HQ and subsequently charged with 1st Degree Murder 
by homicide detectives.  
 

April – Sgt. Johnson, Ofc. Liss & Ofc. Titlow 

On 4/29/22 Sgt. Johnson was conducting routine patrol when 
dispatch aired a felony menacing which occurred at 9888 E Vassar 
Dr.  Dispatch related that the suspects had pointed a handgun at 
the victim as they were stealing catalytic converters.  The suspects 
were described as a Hispanic male and Hispanic female who fled 
the area in a black truck with no license plates.  Sgt. Johnson 
responded to the area and observed a vehicle matching the suspect 
vehicle description traveling westbound on W. Iliff Ave.  The truck 
accelerated at a high rate of speed as Sgt. Johnson activated his 
lights and siren.  The vehicle then turned northbound on N. Lima St 
and continued to accelerate.  Sgt. Johnson discontinued the chase 
due to traffic conditions but could still observe the suspect vehicle 
traveling northbound.  He then saw that the vehicle had crashed 
into two vehicles and the suspects were fleeing on 
foot.   Officer Titlow and Officer Liss were in the area and observed 
two parties matching the suspect descriptions running in the area 
of E Colorado Dr and S Kenton St.  The male was taken into custody 
by Officer Liss and Officer Titlow chased the female suspect on 
foot.  She was then taken into custody without incident.  Sgt. 
Johnson positively identified both suspects as the occupants of the 
suspect vehicle.  The vehicle, a GMC Sierra, was discovered to be 
stolen and a handgun was located inside of it.  The suspects were 
charged with Aggravated Motor Vehicle Theft, Vehicular Eluding, 
Felony Menacing, and Felony Theft.   Detective 
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July – Officer Davis 

Officers responded to a dispatch call of 4 
suspicious parties with masks around the victim’s 
residence.  Upon arrival the officers found that 
these suspects had entered the residence and held 
the victim at gun point as they robbed her.  The 
suspects then fled on foot and entered two 
separate vehicles, a red Jeep and an orange 
Hyundai Tucson.  Both these vehicles fled the 
scene.  Officer Davis was able to get behind one of 
the suspect vehicles and attempted to conduct a 
felony stop.  The suspect vehicle began to flee, and 
the pursuit was authorized.  Officer Davis was able 
to successfully conduct a PITT maneuver to stop 
the vehicle.  The vehicle was stopped at 
Southmoor Dr. / Kearney St. and the suspect fled 
on foot.  A perimeter was established and Metro / 
K9 responded.  The suspect was flushed out 
to officers who placed him into custody.  The 
suspect was placed on an investigative hold for 
Aggravated Robbery.  
 

August - Officer Salg and Officer Armand 

Officer Salg and Officer Armand were conducting 
proactive patrol when they observed a red 
Chevrolet Tahoe with defective brake 
lights.  The officers conducted a traffic stop and 
contacted the driver and passengers.  The driver 
was found to have two warrants for his arrest for 
assault and was driving on a suspended 
license.  One of the passengers had a felony 
warrant for PCS out of Texas that was confirmed 
and extraditable.  The other passenger had 
priors for being involved in shootings was found 
to have a loaded Taurus 9mm handgun in his 
waistband.  During a search of the vehicle, 
the officers located two more handguns 
underneath the center console, a Glock 42 .380 
and a Glock 30S .45 that was stolen out of 
Aurora.  All three parties were taken to the 
Denver Detention Center and the three 
handguns were booked into property. 
 

September – Detective Sandoval 

On 9/15/22 Narcotics Detective Sandoval was conducting surveillance in the area of S. Colorado Blvd and E. 
Evans Ave when he observed a blue Honda Accord conduct a drug transaction in the 
area. Detective Sandoval aired the description for officers who were then able to conduct a traffic stop of the 
vehicle.  Both occupants of the vehicle were detained, and officers then found approximately 4800 suspected 
Fentanyl pills in the center console along with tightly packaged suspected heroin and cocaine. Officers also 
located a loaded .40 caliber Kahr handgun in the vehicle.  All parties and vehicles were moved to the D3 
Station where the driver admitted to detectives that the drugs and gun belonged to him.  He was booked into 
the DDC on an investigative hold for PCS with Intent to Distribute.   
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Congratulations to all our District 3 Officers who were nominated in 2022 for Officer of the Month! 


