
Expanding Housing Affordability Benefits Us All 
By CW Amanda Sawyer, District 5 

Many of us would agree that the most pressing issue facing our city today is how to make 
housing more affordable for more Denverites. The implica=ons and outcomes of accessible 
affordable housing impact us all, regardless of our personal ability to pay for housing. A vibrant, 
smooth-running city is welcoming to, and in fact relies on, a popula=on of varied backgrounds. 
Importantly, more affordable housing op=ons would mean fewer people experiencing 
homelessness in Denver, and less stress on our public and private safety nets, which benefits us 
all.  

In 2020, Denver’s Community Planning and Development (CPD) launched the “Expanding 
Affordability Project” with a focus on crea=ng a citywide zoning incen=ve. As part of Denver's 
overall strategy to provide more and beQer housing opportuni=es for all residents, this project 
aimed to create new tools and improve exis=ng ones to address residents' growing housing 
needs.  

In early 2021, CPD expanded the project to include an update to the City's linkage fee and to 
address poten=al changes to state law, which currently limits what affordable housing Denver 
can require developers to build. Over the last few months, the Affordable Housing Zoning 
Incen=ve Project has shiWed gears to include more tools, along with zoning, to help address our 
housing needs. CPD is partnering with the Department of Housing Stability (HOST), and the 
new Expanding Affordability Project will now involve: 

• a citywide zoning incen=ve that would allow projects to build taller buildings if more 
affordable units are included, 

• an update to the city's linkage fee, which requires all new development to either include 
affordable housing or pay a fee that supports Denver's affordable housing fund, and 

• poten=al changes to state law on "inclusionary housing," which refers to requirements 
that ci=es can establish for new for-sale or for-rent developments. Currently, state law 
puts strict limits on what Denver and other ci=es statewide can require.  

CPD says, “This par=cular project will develop tools to encourage the construc=on of affordable 
and mixed-income housing across the city. New housing where people can live near jobs, transit 
and the services they need will help address housing demands and create a more sustainable 
Denver.” When I ran for office, I made a commitment that I would keep a sharp eye on the issue 
of development in Denver, because it maQers very much to you. While our city will con=nue to 
grow, we must be though^ul about development and ensure that what’s being built enhances 
and benefits our community. I believe that the “Expanding Affordability Project” is the way to 
achieve that goal and look forward to implemen=ng these changes to our laws. 
Planners began community outreach in early spring 2021 to explain how these tools will fit into 
Denver's overall housing strategy. On March 25, in in partnership with other elected officials 
from southeast Denver, our office hosted virtual Southeast Denver Elected Officials Town Hall, 
about this subject: 



March 25 
4:00pm - 5:00pm 
Featured Guest: Analiese Hock, Community Planning and Development Principal City Planner, 
will discuss changes to the Affordable Housing Plan. 
Click here to sign up. 
Find out more here or here. 

Visit denvergov.org/affordabilityincen=ve for addi=onal project informa=on and to learn more 
about why affordable housing maQers to all of us. Visit DenverGov.org/housing to learn about 
other ini=a=ves currently underway.  
As always, feel free to contact our office at denvercouncil5@denvergov.org or 
720-337-5555 with comments or ques=ons. Sign up to receive our monthly newsleQer and 
updates at bit.ly/Council5News, and we’ll also keep you apprised of developments through 
these communica=on channels:  
  

instagram.com/denvercouncil5  

twiQer.com/denvercouncil5  

facebook.com/DenverCouncil5  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FqF8Flo5QwqAt5Zwns_sHA
https://www.facebook.com/events/566273107327851/
https://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-city-council/news/2020/council-members-host-town-hall-meetings.html
mailto:denvercouncil5@denvergov.org

