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8th Avenue Traffic Study Outline 
 

History and Context 
East Denver has grown significantly over the past several decades, but transportation infrastructure 

improvements have not kept up with the number of housing units and placemaking developments built in the 
area. In the late ‘90’s and early 2000’s, Lowry Air Force Base was converted into a full scale, mixed use 
neighborhood with both housing and businesses. The 9+CO development at the former University of Colorado 
Hospital site is in the process of opening now and includes over 1000 units as well as a movie theater, shops and 
restaurants.  The BoulevardOne development at the former Buckley AFB Annex is also in its final stages of buildout 
and will include a small format Target, grocery store, and other shops and restaurants in addition to mixed housing 
types.  
 

Unfortunately, as the area has grown, the mobility infrastructure has not been upgraded to accommodate 
the additional number of people living in and using this area of Denver. Most of the neighborhoods in East Denver 
are older historic neighborhoods that do not have sidewalks at all, or have small “Hollywood curbs” that are not 
fully sized, ADA accessible, sidewalks that are usable for strollers, wheelchairs, and the like. There are also very 
few bike lanes currently located in East Denver. Although there are plans to expand the physical bike 
infrastructure network, there are no plans to address the issue of safe crossings across the major east-west 
thoroughfares (including 6th Ave. and 8th Ave.) for bikers using these new lanes. 
 

Public transportation is also lacking in East Denver. While the Colfax busses are the most used routes in the 
entire RTD system, there are few other routes connecting other areas of East Denver to the rest of the city. Most 
residents in the area own at least two cars, and single occupancy vehicle trips are common – and necessary – 
based on the traffic infrastructure design in this area of town. These conditions have contributed to a significant 
increase in the number of cars traveling on 8th Avenue, a road that is one lane in each direction and bordered 
(especially east) by homes. The amount of traffic and the speed of this traffic are creating dangerous conditions 
for pedestrians and drivers in East Denver. 
 

While the over the past several decades these neighborhoods have generally housed older residents, 
recent times have seen a change in demographics in this area which is also a contributing factor in these safety 
issues. Older residents are starting to move out and young families are purchasing these homes. There are a 
number of good schools in East Denver – most of which are located between Colorado Blvd. and Quebec Street, 
between 8th Avenue and Leetsdale Ave. Children who live north of 8th Avenue in Mayfair or Montclair often have 
to ride their bikes or walk to school crossing both 8th, 6th Ave., and Alameda Ave. - with no sidewalks - to get to 
school.  
 

These conditions have contributed to a significant increase in the number of cars traveling on 8th Avenue, a 
road that is one lane in each direction and bordered (especially to the east) by homes. The amount of traffic and 
the speed of this traffic are creating dangerous conditions for pedestrians and drivers in East Denver.   

 
Identified Challenges 

1. Increased traffic on 8th Avenue 
2. Increased speed of traffic on 8th Avenue 
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3. Lack of safe north/south pedestrian and bike crossings along 8th Ave., especially from Glencoe east to 
Quebec St.  

4. Design and timing of stoplight and intersection at 8th and Monaco 
 
Scope of Work 

To address the identified challenges, the District 5 office – in partnership with the surrounding 
neighborhood organizations and the Denver Dept. of Transportation and Infrastructure - seeks to perform a traffic 
study of 8th Ave. from Colorado Blvd. east to Quebec St., focusing on pedestrian safety and traffic calming 
techniques for implementation. The partnering consultant will: 

• Host 3-5 meetings with community stakeholders to determine neighborhood priorities.  
• Supplement community meetings with neighborhood surveys to gauge neighborhood priorities. 
• Obtain traffic and speed counts, as well as pedestrian crossing counts and crash history along the 8th Ave. 

corridor.  
o Identify locations for traffic calming measures based on this information. 

• Identify locations along the 8th Ave. corridor for the best crossing locations based on if existing curb ramps 
are in place.  

o Traffic counts on all four approaches to these intersections including speed, volume, and class 
data will be required. Crash history will also need to be checked at these intersections. 

• Identify best potential locations along the 8th Ave. corridor for adding curb ramps and sidewalks based on 
destinations, crossing data, and potential ROW and construction impacts. 

• Evaluate design improvements for the intersection of 8th Ave and Monaco Blvd. to enhance bicycle and 
pedestrian Safety including 

o Complete synchro model to check if timing upgrades can be made, check sight distance triangles, 
check crash history, check for potential equipment upgrades.  

o Complete turning movement counts in all directions of travel. 
• Meet with city staff at least three times to coordinate and gain feedback on final scope of work and results 

in final report. 
• Prepare a final report which outlines existing conditions including traffic data, crash history, land uses, 

schools, parking, etc. This report should also include: 
o Improvement suggestions and why those suggestions are made, including traffic study results.  
o A quantity and cost estimate. 
o History on the corridor.  
o Addendum with raw count data. 
o Synchro reports. 

 
Council District 5 Goals: 

1. Installation of traffic calming measures along the 8th Ave. corridor. 
2. Installation of safe pedestrian/bike crossings along the 8th Ave. corridor. 
3. Upgrade the design of the intersection of 8th and Monaco. 

 
Budget 
$20,000  


